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Ipswich Rotary Press Release
Nov. 11, 2007
Ipswich Rotary Club is pleased to announce the approval by Rotary International of a Matching Grant application to assist the Peace Model School in Muzaffarabad, Azad Kashmir, Pakistan.  This Matching Grant is the second partnering of the Ipswich & Rawalpindi Rohtas Rotary Clubs which will come to a total of  US$12,075.  The Ipswich Club, assisted by Winthrop Elementary EarlyActers,  is putting up $3,000  to be matched by Rotary District 7930. This district consists of 47 clubs in the Boston area and northeast Massachusetts communities  The Rawalpindi club will put up US$1,050. Added to this total will be the US$5025 from the The Rotary Foundation.

The Peace Model School was started by a group of volunteers lead by journalist Saeed Siddique of Muzaffarabad and built by an NGO from the Czech Republic.  The new grant will supply furniture, books and school supplies, uniforms, school bags, a computer lab, a playground as well as a school bus.
Students in the school are made up of various faiths.  Many are refugees from the Kashmir border conflict as well as the terrible earthquake 3 years ago. The earthquake caused 99% of the schools to collapse, while school was in session, killing 20,000 children.  An entire generation was lost. Of the 9200 schools that collapse, only 400 have been replaced. Thousands of fundamentalist madrassahs have sprung up in their place.  
International Chair Rachel Williams is going to Pakistan on 28 Nov. to head up the project with the partner club in Rawalpindi, Pakistan. When she is asked if she is worried about the situation there, she will reply “I am a Rotarian and part of the international Family of Rotary wherever I go!”   

To promote peace through education, Rotary District 7930 is launching a program to assist schools in the areas where many of our international problems originate; Pakistan and Afghanistan.  For the future of children throughout the world Rachel believes that we must “wage peace” by fighting ignorance with education.

If you would like to help with these projects, please send checks made out to Ipswich Rotary Club, PO Box 543, Ipswich, mark notations as “wage PEACE”
For more information check Rachel’s blog http://rachelforpeace.blogspot.com/

Or email rachfit@mindspring.com
